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Ushering in more transparency in the 
judiciary’s work, the Supreme Court has given 
its nod to live-streaming of court proceedings, 
saying this will bring more accountability and 
enhance the rule of law. 

As per the court’s order, the project must be 
implemented in a progressive, structured and 
phased manner, with certain safeguards to 
ensure that the purpose of live-streaming of 
proceedings is achieved holistically and that it 
does not interfere with the administration of 
justice or the dignity and majesty of the court 
hearing the matter and/or impinge upon any 
rights of the litigants or witnesses. 

As a pilot project, only cases of constitutional 
and national importance being argued for final 
hearing before the Constitution Bench be live-
streamed initially. For this, it said, permission 
of the court concerned will have to be sought 
in writing in advance. 

Consent of parties to the proceedings must be 
insisted upon, and if there is no unanimity 
between them, the court concerned can take 
the appropriate decision in the matter. The 
court concerned will also have the power to 
revoke permission at any stage of the 
proceedings. 

There must be a reasonable time-delay (say 10 
minutes) between the live court proceedings 
and the broadcast, in order to ensure that any 
information which ought not to be shown, as 
directed by the court, can be edited from 
being broadcast. 

Till a full-fledged module and mechanism for 
live-streaming of the proceedings of the 
Supreme Court over the internet is evolved, it 
can be live-streamed in designated areas 
within the court via intranet. 

Although courts in India are ordinarily open to 
all members of the public, sometimes they are 
denied the opportunity to witness the 
proceedings due to logistical issues and 
infrastructure restrictions. By providing 

 

 ‘virtual’ access of live court proceedings to 
one and all, it will effectuate the right of 
access to justice or right to open justice and 
public trial, right to know the developments of 
law and including the right of justice at the 
doorstep of the litigants. 

It will “reduce the public’s reliance on second-
hand narratives to obtain information about 
important judgments of the court and the 
course of judicial hearings”.  

This is a giant step by the Supreme Court to 
move towards a regime of transparency. 

Live streaming will deal head on with the 
problem of distance. Given that the court is 
located in New Delhi, many people cannot 
afford to be present physically in Supreme 
Court to follow the arguments, even if the 
case directly affects them in some way. 

A live telecast of proceedings also has the 
potential to reduce unwarranted delays in the 
cases caused by the occasionally cavalier 
attitude of lawyers. 

Live streaming could act as a welcome check 
on the judiciary. With the public watching, 
there is every chance that there will be a 
reduction in the sometimes unnecessary oral 
comments that cause much controversy but 
have no judicial bearing. 

Supreme Court Rules, 2013, will have to 
suitably amended to provide for the 
regulatory framework to incorporate the 
changes. 

Besides, live telecast comes with some 
drawbacks. As seen in the Parliament, there is 
a tendency to grandstand among lawmakers, 
who want to show their electorate that they 
are indeed working hard. The court has to 
make sure proceedings are unaffected by the 
introduction of a new technology. 

 

 

The Ministry of Home Affairs has notified the 
National Capital Territory of Delhi, Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep, Daman 
and Diu, Dadra and Nagar Haveli and 
Chandigarh (Police Service) Rules 2018 

“Do not accept the roles that society foists on you.”   

NATIONAL 

SUPREME COURT ALLOWS LIVE STREAMING OF 
CASES 

POLICE FORCES IN 6 UTS MERGED 
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amalgamating police forces in six Union 
Territories. 

The rules effectively mean that officers who 
are not direct IPS recruits could be posted in 
any of the six UTs and will be at the disposal 
of the Ministry. 

There are around 533 posts that will be 
covered under the new rules; they include 
assistant commissioners of police and deputy 
superintendent of police. 

This initiative is being viewed as the first step 
towards the creation of a central police cadre 
allowing for the posting of police personnel 
across the country irrespective of the force 
they are initially inducted into. 

A central pool allowing inter-transferability 
would also ensure that local police personnel 
do not fall prey to serving vested interests in 
their home services and ensure that they 
don’t become complacent. 

 

 

Andhra Pradesh has topped the charts among 
States in terms of “Ease of Living Index” 
rankings launched by the Ministry of Housing 
and Urban Affairs (MoHUA). 

It was followed by Odisha and Madhya 
Pradesh. 

The Ease of Living Index is a transformative 
initiative of the MoHUA to help the cities 
assess their liveability vis-à-vis national and 
global benchmarks. 

The Index is aimed to encourage all cities to 
move towards an ‘outcome-based’ approach 
to urban planning and management and 
promote healthy competition among cities. 

It seeks to assist cities in undertaking a 360-
degree assessment of their strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities, and threats. 

The MoHUA released the first ever ‘Ease of 
Living Index’ covering 111 Indian cities on 13 
August, 2018, which serves as a litmus test to 
help assess the progress made in cities 
through various initiatives. 

All cities were evaluated out of 100. 

The ‘physical’ pillar (infrastructure) was given 
the highest weightage of 45, while 
institutional (governance) and social were 
weighted 25 each. Economy was weighted 5. 

The framework comprised four pillars namely 
Institutional, Social, Economic and Physical 
which are further broken down into 78 
indicators across 15 categories. 

These include governance, identity and 
culture, education, health, safety and security, 
economy, affordable housing, land use 
planning, public open spaces, transportation 
and mobility, assured water supply, waste-
water management, solid waste management, 
power, and quality of environment.  

 

 

Finance and Corporate Affairs Ministry has 
launched a web portal which is a 
transformative initiative in MSME credit space. 
The web portal psbloansin59minutes.com will 
enable in principle approval for MSME loans 
up to Rs. 1 crore within 59 minutes from SIDBI 
and 5 Public Sector Banks (PSBs). 

Portal “PSBLoansin59min”: 

It is one of its kind platforms in MSME 
segment which integrates advanced fintech to 
ensure seamless loan approval and 
management. The loans are undertaken 
without human intervention till sanction and 
or disbursement stage. 

The Portal sets a new benchmark in loan 
processing and reduces the turnaround time 
from 20-25 days to 59 minutes. Subsequent to 
this in principle approval, the loan will be 
disbursed in 7-8 working days. 

The solution uses sophisticated algorithms to 
read and analyse data points from various 
sources such as IT returns, GST data, bank 
statements, MCA21 etc. in less than an hour 
while capturing the applicant’s basic details. 

The system simplifies the decision making 
process for a loan officer as the final output 
provides a summary of credit, valuation and 
verification on a user-friendly dashboard in 
real time. 

 

PSBLOANSIN59MINUTES.COM 

AP, ODISHA & MADHYA PRADESH TOP THREE STATES 
IN “EASE OF LIVING INDEX” 
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After six years of litigation, the Supreme 
Court’s five-judge Constitution Bench has 
given a landmark judgment declaring Aadhaar 
as constitutional. 

SC has ruled that Aadhaar ensures the dignity 
of individuals and empowers marginalized 
section of the society. The Court has held that 
Aadhaar’s architecture does not create a 
surveillance state 

It has gone on to say that “the Aadhaar Act 
meets the concept of limited government, 
good governance and constitutional trust” 

First, it strikes down section 57 of the Aadhaar 
Act. Section 57 was used by the government 
to compel private companies to demand 
Aadhaar verification for services. 

The Court accepted the argument that no 
rationale exists for this power and declared it 
invalid. 

Consequently, the Court has struck 
downlinking of Aadhaar with mobiles and 
bank accounts. It has further directed that the 
data collected shall be deleted within six 
months. 

Second, it transfers sovereignty and 
ownership of data back to the citizen to 
whom it belongs. 

The Aadhaar law did not give ownership rights 
to the individual but to the Unique 
Identification Authority of India. 

In case of a breach or misuse of his or her 
data, the individual had no legal remedy. This 
has been rectified with citizens now having 
the right to file cases against the government 
in case of misuse or theft of their data. 

Third, no citizen can be denied benefits if 
there is a failure of Aadhaar authentication. 
Various citizens had been denied basic 
services as they did not have an Aadhaar 
number. 

This will help citizens who were unable to get 
an Aadhar card, particularly the marginalised 
and underprivileged sections of the society. 

Fourth and perhaps most important that the 
decision of the Speaker of the Lok Sabha on 

whether a Bill can be classified as a Money Bill 
can be subject to judicial review. 

Prior to this landmark decision, the Speaker 
enjoyed almost complete immunity from 
judicial review. 

The judgment would instill a fear in minds of 
lawmakers that taking the money bill route 
will no longer save them from the court’s 
scrutiny. 

Benefits of Aadhar: 

Unscrupulous people had manipulated the 
system by creating ghost and duplicate 
entities and usurped the benefits intended for 
the poor 

Aadhaar helped the government renovate the 
delivery system and ensure targeted, hassle-
free, direct, portable, real-time, auditable 
delivery of services, benefits and subsidies, 
free of middlemen 

Aadhaar has led to the elimination of crores of 
ghost and duplicate ration cards and fake 
MGNREGS job cards & has checked frauds in 
pension payments and other government 
schemes including those that benefit students 

It will help to curb tax evasion, money 
laundering, shell companies and benami 
transactions and bring in financial discipline 
and greater tax compliance 

The World Bank’s Development Report on 
Digital Dividends 2016 estimated that the use 
of Aadhaar in all the Centre’s benefit and 
welfare schemes could save the government 
over US $11 billion annually by reducing 
leakage, and through efficiency-related gains 

Way Forward: 

Aadhaar will undoubtedly be a game changer 
for the poor and the country as a whole. 

Every technology has some risks. A mature 
society must take measures to mitigate risks 
and not abandon the technology. 

 

 

Minister of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare 
has launched the online software for Agmark. 

SC VERDICT ON THE VALIDITY OF AADHAR 

AGMARK ONLINE SYSTEM 
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The application processes related to Agmark 
certification are being done online by the 
Directorate of Marketing & Inspection (DMI). 

The process of application will be simple, 
quick, transparent and 24×7. 

Through the Agmark online system, certificate 
of authorisation (domestic), permission of 
printing press, permission of laboratories 
(domestic) and services related to laboratory 
information management system will be 
provided online. 

 

 

Department of Financial Services (DFS), 
Ministry of Finance and National Informatics 
Centre  (NIC) has jointly developed a mobile 
app called Jan Dhan Darshak as a part of 
financial inclusion (FI) initiative . 

This app will act as a guide for the common 
people in locating a financial service touch 
point at a given location in the country. 

Jan Dhan Darshak app is a unique solution to 
provide a citizen centric platform for locating 
financial service touch points across all 
providers such as banks, post office, CSC, etc. 

These services could be availed as per the 
needs and convenience of the common 
people. 

Salient features of the App: 

o Phone number of bank branches available 
in app, with the facility of call button for 
integrated dialing 

o Users’ feedback will go directly to the 
concerned bank for carrying out the 
necessary updation in data on financial 
touch points 

 

 

Astra, the indigenously developed Beyond 
Visual Range Air-to-Air Missile (BVRAAM), was 
successfully test fired by the IAF from Su-30 
aircraft. 

The missile successfully engaged a 
maneuvering target with high precision 
meeting the mission objectives. 

Astra is an all weather beyond-visual-range air-
to-air missile developed by the Defence 
Research and Development Organisation, 
India. 

It is the first air-to-air missile developed by 
India. Astra is designed to be capable of 
engaging targets at varying range and 
altitudes allowing for engagement of both 
short-range targets at a distance of 20 km (12 
mi) and long-range targets up to a distance of 
80 km (50 mi). 

Astra has been integrated with Indian Air 
Force’s Sukhoi Su-30MKI and will be 
integrated with Dassault Mirage 2000 and 
Mikoyan MiG-29 in the future. 

 

  

Recently a air pollution control device WAYU 
(Wind Augmentation Purifying Unit) for traffic 
junctions was inaugurated in Delhi today. 

WAYU (Wind Augmentation Purifying Unit): 
WAYU is developed by Council of Scientific 
and Industrial Research – National 
Environmental Engineering Research Institute 
(CSIR-NEERI) as a part of Technology 
Development Project funded by Department 
of Science and Technology. 
The device that has been indigenously 
developed has the capacity to purify air in an 
area of 500 meter square. 

The device consumes only half a unit of 
electricity for 10 hours of running and has a 
maintenance cost of only Rs. 1500 per month. 

The device works on two principles mainly 
Wind generation for dilution of air pollutants 
and Active Pollutants removal. 

The device has filters for Particulate Matter 
removal and activated carbon (charcoal) and 
UV lamps for poisonous gases removal such as 
VOCs and Carbon Monoxide. 

The device has one fan and filter for sucking 
and removing Particulate Matter. 

There are two UV lamps and half kg of 
activated carbon charcoal coated with special 
chemical Titanium Dioxide. 

*** 

SUCCESSFUL FLIGHT TEST OF ASTRA BVR AIR-TO-AIR 
MISSILE 

WAYU- AIR POLLUTION MITIGATION DEVICE 

“JAN DHAN DARSHAK” MOBILE APP 


